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THE AZURE CLIFFS OF GREEN RIVER. — Thomas Moran. 



GLORTES OF SOUTHERN UTAH 



If the lips, or even the pencils, of those who have 
explored the southern portions of the mysterious land 
of the Mormons, Utah, can be trusted — that land 
has features of singularity, combined with others of 
true magnificence, making it indeed a marvel among 
all lands, and proving not only that the great Alps of 
the Old World may be challenged in their very boasts, 
but that the Yosemite Valley, so far admitted to be 
the crowning glory of natural scenery in America, has 
a rival if not indeed a superior in the Valley of the 
Rio Virgen. An artist pencil would need to be dipped 
in the colors of Claude Lorraine, to paint what a 
friend has recently described to us, of the ochres and 
vermilions supplying such wondrous effects in many 
of the buttes of that region ; and, taken all in all, it 



is very evident that wonder-seekers have no occasion 
to cross the Atlantic for the purpose of bathing their 
souls in the marvelous as well as the marvelously 
beautiful, — as also that our good friends, the Mor- 
mons, whether they knew the fact or not, have taken 
possession of the most notable stretch of land on the 
American continent, even if they have not (as many 
believe) helped themselves to the very richest. 

The views of Utah scenery presented in this num- 
ber are from the pencil of Mr. Thomas Moran, whose 
"Mountain of the Holy Cross" has crowned all his 
other labors in delineating the mid-continent, and 
literally made him the pictorial apostle of that region. 
The most notable of these pictures, of which all well 
supplement the preceding excellent illustrations of 
Utah scenery from the same pencil, — is "The Rock- 
Rover's Land," on and about the North Fork of the 



Rio Virgen ; and it is not too much to say that the 
romantic scenery here depicted is eminently worthy 
of the romantic name borne by it, and that in many 
regards the picture is among the very best yet given 
of any of the wonders of the Far West and Southwest. 
Nothing can exceed the clearness with which the 
bluffs reveal themselves in the middle distance, except 
the almost crystal brightness of the higher peaks seen 
so much further through the almost colorless atmos- 
phere ; and even these features are rivaled by the 
charming reality of the "links" of the little stream 
which cools and relieves the whole. The remark is 
worth repeating, that in many regards this picture has 
never been excelled by any artist — and that it adds 
materially to the reputation of Mr. Moran as one of 
the high priests of continental scenery. 

The second of these pictures is much more con- 
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fined in scope, but with features of corresponding 
excellence. It bears the name of ' ' U-nu-pin-pecavo, " 
or "The Elfins' Water-Pocket;" has its location at 
the head of the "To-Ro-Weap Valley," near the 
Grand Canon of the Colorado, in Southern Utah ; 
and exhibits one of those deep and dusky pools, amid 
overhanging and overshadowing rocks, in which the 
only water of the whole section is gathered and re- 
tained, to slake the thirst of man and beast, and to 
prevent the whole country falling away to be an actual 
uninhabitable desert. It need scarcely be said that 
this place, like all others of its kind, is a favorite 
resort for the Indians of the section, as well as for the 
few whites who chance upon it — and that many of 
their incantation ceremonies take place around it, 
well justifying the supernatural character ascribed in 
the title. 



THE ELFINS' WATER - POCKET. - Thomas Moran. 

In another picture, a somewhat marvelous illustra- 
tion is given of the tendency of water-courses to carry 
the features of one section of their length, to a very- 
distant and different one, if no great natural obstacle 
intejposes. Every one who has passed over the Pa- 
cific roads, will remember Green River, on the edge 
of Utah, and the strange rock formations in the neigh- 
borhood, conveying the idea of castles, cathedrals, 
and all that class of mediaeval erections. The present 
picture conveys the features of "The Azure Cliffs of 
Green River," lying not less than one hundred miles 
south of the spot where the Pacific road crosses that 
river, and yet bearing so many similar characteristics 
that the resemblance is instantly to be recognized. 
Few such spires of rock, thus buttressed and terraced, 
rise even in the wonderful mid-continent ; and there 
is a matter of historical interest in the alternate name 



of the bold bluff with its rocky spiral tower — that of 
"Gunnison's Butte." For here it was that the la-' 
mented explorer, Lieutenant Gunnison, made his 
crossing of the Green River in 1853, when taking 
those first surveys for a contemplated Pacific road, 
only four years after the discovery of gold in Califor- 
nia, and when none could have anticipated the present 
greatness of our Western Empire, or the magnificence 
of the lines of travel crossing the continent and giving 
access to it. Undoubtedly the "Azure Cliffs" are 
among the most notable features of a wonderful land ; 
and they certainly supply, from the pencil and the 
burin combining to illustrate them, a picture of ex- 
ceptional beauty as well as the historical interest thus 
attaching to them. Gunnison, dying in a noble 
cause, has a noble monument, worthy of its present 
unexceptionable setting. 



